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SUBJECT: GRC Attitude Re Prior Consultation with the U.S. on Possible 
Bombing of Fukien Airfields. 


You will recall tnat in mid May we instructed Ambassador Rankin to dis- 
cuss the problem of possible GRC bombing of the Fukien Airfields with President 
Chiang in order to clarify our understanding that in the absence of actual 
Communist employment of the airfields in attacks on CRC territory, bombing of | 
the fields would require joint U.S.-GRC agreement. 


Ambassador Rankin discussed this matter with President Chiang on June 
15 and his conversation is reported in’Taipei's 906 of that date. Rankin 
proposed that the matter be considered a part of the broader question of 
retaining control of the air over the Taiwan Strait and expressed the assumption 
that there would be prior consultations with tne U.S. before any offensive 
action would be taken. President Chiang noted the U.S. position and stated 
that woile he did not now wish to alter what he had said during Admiral Stump's 
' Visit, he thought the matter could be left in abeyance and agreed that the 
question be considered in the broader terms of maintaining control of air over 
the Strait. On the basis of Rankin's report, there is some question as to 
whether President Chiang's assurances were sufficiently clear-cut to meet the 
requirements of our instruction (Deptel 686 to Taipei). You may wisn to re- 
view this excnange of telesrams with this point in mind. 
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